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Thank you for enabling me to come here
and spread the word about the coming ne
datums.
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Todayos Messa

Two differentdatumsare being modernized
1. AGEOPOTENTI ALO DPat um

2. GEOMETRIC Datum (~Horizontal)
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Let 6s st art Wi -

GEOPOTENTIAL DATUM

replacing the

North American Vertical Datum of 1988
(NAVD 88)

Goal: to enable use of new technology
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Replacing NAVD 88e¢e.

NAVD 88 suffers from bench marksthat:
I Are often 80+ years old

good enough anymore?

Are almost never rechecked for movement 5
Disappear by the thousands every year
Are seldom being replaced

May not exist near locations where they are §
needed

Were all determined by leveling from a
single point, allowing unwanted cross
country error build up
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Why 1 snot NAVD 8
enough anymore?

Newer methods to determine/establish heights are
avall able (GNSS), but 1 n
support them very well
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a l point of NAVD 838

7
Washington="

?

Image Landsat.
Googleearth
DataiSIO NOAAT LIS Navy, NGA, GEBCO
US Dept of'State Geographer 2

Imagery Date: 4/9/2013 l 50°34153.90" N 93°56'20.64" W elev 1203 ft assat

Eye alt 2404.64 mi
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Why replace NAVD 887

A BIAS of Approximately ¥ meter
A KNOWN TILT ..(about a meter) from SE to NW



