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Abstract:

Group (From Left to Right): Jacob Moyer, Brent Finilla,
Carol Waite, Robert Church

The purpose of this project was to determine the boundaries of National Forest System
(NFS) lands within Section 9, Town 15 North, Range 12 West, Monroe Township, Newaygo
County, Michigan for various forestry management applications. This project was meant to
build upon what a previous Ferris State University Capstone group did in 2016. The previous
Capstone group monumented all the Section Corners between Sections 9 and 16. In Section
9, five of the eight exterior section corners have been remonumented. The Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, South one-quarter, and Southwest corners of the section have been remonumented. Measurements were made on all the monumented corners in order to aid in determining the location of the West one-quarter corner, North one-quarter corner, and the East
one-quarter corner of Section 9. The primary goal of this project was to determine the most
probable location for the One-quarter corner common to Sections 9 and 8, the One-quarter
corner common to Sections 9 and 10, and the One-quarter corner common to Sections 9 and
4. To determine the location, many hours were spent researching Original Survey record,
NFS title and survey records, public survey records in Newaygo County at the Register of
Deeds and County Surveyor’s offices, and searching and locating any evidence out in the
field. Using the best evidence available and measurements, the three one-quarter corners most probable locations were determined. The corner locations were monumented,
Land Corner Recordation Certificates were filled out for recording, and an Act 132 of 1970
compliant survey map was made for the entire section. These deliverables were requested
by the National Forest Service and are standard deliverables for work being done in the National Forest System.

Evidence:

“Iron Stake” set by
County Surveyor, William M. Jacques in
1913, found at W. 1/4
Corner, Section 9.

1930s Vintage Forest
Service Wood Post,
found at the N. 1/4
Corner, Section 9.

Monumentation:

Original GLO Stake
Shadow, found at E.
1/4 Corner, Section 9.

Project Location:
Section 9, Town 15
North, Range 12 West,
Monroe Township,
Newaygo County,
Michigan
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